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NASS  CONFIDE N1 


1.  Names,  addresses,  and  personal  identifiers 
are  never  revealed  or  kept  with  data. 

After  data  collection.  National  Agricultural  Statistics 
Service  (NASS)  transfers  the  data  from  the 
questionnaires  into  a  computer  system.  The 
only  identifier  left  with  the  data  is  an  identification 
number  used  by  our  State  offices  for  quality  control 
~”w~5es.  The  actual  questionnaires  are  kept  in 

re  area,  then  destroyed  as  prescribed  by  law. 
•es,  addresses,  phone  numbers,  social  security 
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only  by  NASS  State  offices.  This  information 
t  released  to  anyone  outside  the  agency. 
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data  security  is  our  top  priority. 
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Every  person  working  for  NASS  signs  a 
confidentiality  form  which  states  that  no  survey 
information  will  be  compromised.  There  has  never 
been  a  breach  of  trust  in  NASS  history.  Any  offender 
would  receive  severe  punishment  of  up  to  a  $10,000 
fine  and/ or  10  years  in  prison. 


tTIALITY  PLEDGE 


4.  NASS  does  not  conduct  surveys  or  provide 
data  for  private,  proprietary  purposes. 

NASS  will  never  conduct  a  survey  for  the  sole  use  of 
any  organization.  No  organization  is  given  ownership 
of  data  or  an  advantage  over  anyone  else.  Summarized 
results  are  released  to  everyone  free  of  charge. 


5.  When  NASS  collects  data  for  others  in  a 
NASS-approved  statistical  study,  farmers  and 
ranchers  will  always  be  informed  about  the 
cooperating  sponsor  and  participation  will 
always  be  voluntary. 

When  NASS  agrees  to  collect  data  for  selected 
organizations,  such  as  a  university  or  other 
government  agency,  NASS  will  clearly  communicate 
the  name  of  the  sponsoring  organization  and  the 
purpose  of  the  survey.  If  we  feel  the  reporting 
burden  is  too  great  or  the  needs  of  the  agricultural 
community  will  not  be  served  by  the  survey,  we 
will  not  conduct  the  survey.  Although  the  data 
are  collected  by  NASS  on  behalf  of  the  sponsoring 
organization,  all  personal  identifiers  such  as  name, 
address,  phone  number,  etc.,  are  removed.  Results 
of  the  study  are  published. 

6.  Summary  data  from  all  NASS  surveys  and 
censuses  are  available  to  everyone,  but  will 
never  disclose  individual  reported  information. 

NASS  releases  published  data  to  everyone  at  the 
same  time.  Most  reports  are  available  on  the  Internet 
within  minutes  of  the  scheduled  release. 

Participants  in  the  survey  can  rest  assured  that  no 
individual  data  will  be  disclosed.  For  instance,  if  only 
one  farm  produced  rice  in  Pulaski  County,  Arkansas, 
then  NASS  will  protect  the  privacy  of  that  individual 
farm  by  not  publishing  rice  data  for  Pulaski  County. 
Instead,  the  data  would  be  combined  with  reports 
from  other  counties  in  the  State  and  published  at  the 
aggregate  level.  No  reported  data  are  ever  published 
in  a  way  that  would  identify  an  operation. 


For  all  of  your  agricultural  data  needs, 
the  National  Agricultural  Statistics 
Service  is  here  for  you.  Please  visit 
our  website  at:  g 
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Customer  Service  Contacts 

Call  1-800-727-9540 
or 

E-mail  nass@nass.usda.gov 
Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 


The  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  prohibits 
discrimination  in  all  its  programs  on  the  basis  of  race,  color, 
national  origin,  sex,  religion,  age,  disability,  political  beliefs,  sexual 
orientation,  or  marital  or  family  status.  (Not  all  prohibited  bases 
apply  to  all  programs.)  Persons  with  disabilities  who  require 
alternative  means  for  communication  of  program  information 
(Braille,  large  print,  audiotape,  etc.)  should  contact  USDA’s  TARGET 
Center  at  (202)720-2600  (voice  and  TDD). 

To  file  a  complaint  of  discrimination,  write  USDA,  Director,  Office  of 
Civil  Rights,  Room  326-W,  Whitten  Building,  1400  Independence 
Avenue,  S.W.,  Washington,  DC  20250-9410,  or  call  (202)720-5964 
(voice  and  TDD).  USDA  is  an  equal  opportunity  provider  and 
employer. 
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